
 
 
 

8:00am Sunday, April 12, 2026 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
Welcome to St. John's Episcopal Church. We're so glad you have joined us this 
morning.  Just a few notes to help you navigate the service today.   
 
Our entire service is printed in the bulletin to make it easy to follow, but feel free to use 
the Book of Common Prayer in the pew.    You'll notice some directions in italics, Sit, 
Stand, Kneel. Please feel free to follow these instructions as you are able.   
 
We have busy bags for little hands at both entrances.  Ask an usher if you need help 
finding one.   
 
The closest restrooms are in the Parish Lounge.  Go through the hallway behind the 
organ, through the door, left through the double doors into the lounge, then left down 
the first hallway.  
 
Please join us after service in the lounge for coffee & conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRELUDE: Crown Him With Many Crowns for Clarinet (Rochelle Gracilla) and Piano. 
tune: DIADEMATA by George Elvey. Arranged by Molly IJames. (C)Copyright 2020 by 
Beckenhorst Press, Inc. OneLicense #A-725816 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 323) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  
COLLECT FOR PURITY AND GREAT COMMANDMENTS (BCP p. 323) 
The Celebrant says 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 324) 
The following is said, all standing 
Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 
thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 325) 



Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery hast established the new covenant of 
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may 
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those 
outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 16 
 1Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
  2I say to the LORD, "You are my LORD; 
 I have no good apart from you." 
 3As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
 in whom is all my delight. 
 4Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; 
 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
 or take their names upon my lips. 



 5The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
 you hold my lot. 
 6The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
 I have a goodly heritage. 
 7I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
 in the night also my heart instructs me. 
 8I keep the LORD always before me; 
 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 9Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
 my body also rests secure. 
 10For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
 or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 11You show me the path of life. 
 In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
A Reading from the First letter of Peter. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
 John 20:19-31 
All stand. 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 



see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

All sit. 
THE SERMON (BCP p. 326) 
 
THE CREED (BCP p. 326) 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 



With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 328) 
All kneel. 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers [especially __________], that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 
and every land [especially __________], that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions 
for the welfare and peace of the world, and we pray especially for peace in Iran, Ukraine, Israel, 
and the Middle East. 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
[__________ and] all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or 
any other adversity. 
Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine image and likeness 
in our neighbor. We have promised that with your help we will strive for justice and peace 
among all people and will respect the dignity of every human being. Enable us to see the reality 
of racism and free us to challenge and uproot discrimination from our church, our society, our 
world and ourselves. 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
[especially __________], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; 
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of [__________ and of] all thy saints, that 
with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 



 
CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 330) 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 332) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
 Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

Communion From Reserve Sacrament 



 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
All sit 
OFFERTORY INTERLUDE 
 
Deacon: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have these tithes 
and offerings which are symbols of our life and labor; may they be used in Your Church for the 
work You have set before us for the furthering of Your Kingdom. 
People: Blessed be God forever. 
Deacon: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this Bread 
and this Wine which have been consecrated and have become for us the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
People: Blessed be God forever. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION INSTRUMENTAL 
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards 
us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 



that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
THE GRACE 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen. 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  
POSTLUDE 
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