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Welcome to St. John's Episcopal Church. We're so glad you have joined us this 
morning.  Just a few notes to help you navigate the service today.   
 
Our entire service is printed in the bulletin to make it easy to follow, but feel free to use 
the Book of Common Prayer in the pew. You'll notice some directions in italics, Sit, 
Stand, Kneel. Please feel free to follow these instructions as you are able.   
 
We have busy bags for little hands at both entrances.  Ask an usher if you need help 
finding one.   
 
The closest restrooms are in the Parish Lounge.  Go through the hallway behind the 
organ, through the door, left through the double doors into the lounge, then left down 
the first hallway.  
 
Please join us after service in the lounge for coffee & conversation. 
 
 



ALTAR FLOWER: Donations given in memory of Robert & Emily Houk, Dave McClaren Jr. 
Barb McLaren Pritchard. 
PALM BRANCHES: Given in memory of Dr. Ron & Mary Gracilla, Mr. Earl Baker, Billie 
George Kropp, and Heidi Lazzari 
 
PRELUDE: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing for Clarinet: Rochelle Gracilla and Piano by 
Duane Funderburk from 10 Pieces. Tune: NETTLETON, Traditional American, Repository of 
Sacred Music. Music: from Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing for Oboe and Piano, and 
copyright (C)2012 Birnamwood Publications. 
 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
 
(Stand)  
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:1-11  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
1When [Jesus and his disciples] had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went 
ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 



BLESSING OF THE PALMS: 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches 
of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who 
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
All come forward to receive their palms. 
 
INTERLUDE TO RECEIVE PALMS: "Hosanna, loud Hosanna" Tune: Ellecombe arr. by 
Eveyn R. Larter. (Clarinet: Rochelle Gracilla and Piano) St. James Music Press. Lic. No. 10216 
 

The Word of God 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the 
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and 
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
(SIT) 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 



 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 
 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
  and also my throat and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, 
 and my years with sighing; * 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, 
  and my bones are consumed. 
 11I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
 a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 12I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
  I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
 fear is all around; * 
  they put their heads together against me; 
  they plot to take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
 15My times are in your hand; * 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
  and from those who persecute me. 
 16Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
  and in your loving-kindness save me.” 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PASSION GOSPEL: Matthew 26:14—27:66 (See Insert) 
 
(Sit) 
THE SERMON 
 
(Kneel) 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in 
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers [especially __________], that 
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments. 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; 
that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving 
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 



We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this 
and every land [especially __________], that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions 
for the welfare and peace of the world. For peace in Israel, Palestine, Gaza and Ukraine. 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing 
in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
[__________ and] all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or 
any other adversity. 
Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine image and likeness 
in our neighbor. We have promised that with your help we will strive for justice and peace 
among all people and will respect the dignity of every human being. Enable us to see the reality 
of racism and free us to challenge and uproot discrimination from our church, our society, our 
world and ourselves. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
[especially __________], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; 
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of St. John and of all thy saints, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 
THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
 
OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded" for Clarinet: Rochelle 
Gracilla and Piano. Tune:Herzlich Tut Mich Verlangen Adapted by Hand leo Hassler. Arranged 
by Molly Ijames Copyright (C)2020 by Breckenhorst Press, Inc. 
 
(Stand) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People It is meet and right so to do. 
 



It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw 
the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who put their trust in him. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
(Kneel) 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 
us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take 
our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full 
and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us 
to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy 
holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 
having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and 
Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. 
Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 



 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards 
us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 
that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  



POSTUDE: LIFT HIGH THE CROSS, Tune: Crucifer (h473) 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Music Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-725816 
 
Holy Week Services 

• Maundy Thursday (April 2): 7:00pm 
• Good Friday (April 3) 

o Stations of the Cross: Noon  
o Prayer Book Good Friday Service: 7:00pm  

• Easter Vigil (April 4): 8:00pm 
• Easter Morning (April 5): 8:00am and 10:00am 

 


