
 
 
 

 
10:00am Sunday, September 28, 2025 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Welcome to St. John's Episcopal Church. We're so glad you have joined us this 
morning.  Just a few notes to help you navigate the service today.   
 
Our entire service is printed in the bulletin to make it easy to follow, but feel free to use 
the Book of Common Prayer in the pew.    You'll notice some directions in italics, Sit, 
Stand, Kneel. Please feel free to follow these instructions as you are able.   
 
We have busy bags for little hands at both entrances.  Ask an usher if you need help 
finding one.   
 
The closest restrooms are in the Parish Lounge.  Go through the hallway behind the 
organ, through the door, left through the double doors into the lounge, then left down 
the first hallway.  
 
Please join us after service in the lounge for coffee & conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 



PRELUDE: “For the Beauty of the Earth” (Clarinet:Rochelle Gracilla) Charles 
Callahan Tune:DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872, and written in 1838; adapt. 1861 by William 
Henry Monk, 1823-1889(PD). Music: Charles Callahan (ASCAP), newly composed, and 
copyright (c)2022 Birnamwood. 
 
(Stand) 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN Praise to God, immortal praise (Dix) (H 288) 

 
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
 



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell) 



 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Sit) 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Amos. 
 1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
  and lounge on their couches, 
 and eat lambs from the flock, 
  and calves from the stall; 
 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 6who drink wine from bowls, 
  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  



 
Psalm 146 with Response 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
 1Hallelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul! * 
  I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 2Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
  for there is no help in them. 
 3When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
  and in that day their thoughts perish. 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
 4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 5Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
  who keeps his promise for ever; 
 6Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
  and food to those who hunger. 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
7The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
  the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 8The LORD loves the righteous; 
 the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
  he sustains the orphan and widow, 
  but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 9The LORD shall reign for ever, * 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
  Hallelujah! 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
A Reading from Paul's First letter to Timothy. 
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 
  11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which 
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment 
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring 
about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 



lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has 
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
  17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of the life that really is life. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

(Stand) 
GOSPEL: Luke 16:19-31 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

[Jesus said,] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 
come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during 
your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he 
is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has 
been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can 
cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—
28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place 
of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 
30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
(Sit) 
THE SERMON 
 
(Stand) 
THE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart, mind, soul and strength, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord have mercy.” 
For the church and all its ministers, and for St. John’s and its mission and ministry, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our nation and all those in authority, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For peace throughout the world, especially in Gaza, Israel, Palestine, and Ukraine, and an end to 
all terrorism and violence, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all those in our armed forces at home and abroad, especially those from our families and 
community, and for all first responders, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all those infected with or at risk from the COVID virus, and for all health care and other 
front-line workers, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, the unemployed and the destitute, for refugees, prisoners and 
captives, for victims of natural disasters, and for all who have asked for our prayers, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 



 
For the right use and proper stewardship of the wonders of creation, and for all creatures of earth, 
sea, and sky, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine image and likeness 
in our neighbor. We have promised that with your help we will strive for justice and peace 
among all people and will respect the dignity of every human being. Enable us to see the reality 
of racism and free us to challenge and uproot discrimination from our church, our society, our 
world and ourselves, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 
 
For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
(Kneel) 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
(Stand) 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you.  
 

The Holy Communion from Reserve Sacrament 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
(Sit) 
 
ANTHEM: Out Of Darkness  
by David Kauffman. Keyboard Arr. by William Gokelman. Based on 2 Corinthians 4:6-9. 
(C)2005 David Kauffman Songs used by permission OneLicense #A-725816 



(Stand) 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Deacon: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have these tithes 
and offerings which are symbols of our life and labor; may they be used in Your Church for the 
work You have set before us for the furthering of Your Kingdom. 
People: Blessed be God forever. 
 
Deacon: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this Bread 
and this Wine which have been consecrated and have become for us the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
People: Blessed be God forever. 
 
(Stand) 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN O Jesus, I have promised (Nyland) (H 655) 



 

(Stand or Kneel) 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GRACE 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen. 
 



  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

(Stand)  
CLOSING  HYMN Crown him with many crowns (Diademata) (H 494) 
 

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own; 
awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 
 
Crown him the Son of God 
before the worlds began, 
and ye, who tread where he hath trod, 
crown him the Son of man; 
who every grief hath known 
that wrings the human breast, 
and takes and bears them for his own, 
that all in him may rest. 
 
Crown him the Lord of life, 
who triumphed o'er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save; 
his glories now we sing 
who died, and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, 
and lives that death may die. 
 

Crown him of lords the Lord, 
who over all doth reign, 
who once on earth, the incarnate Word, 
for ransomed sinners slain, 
now lives in realms of light, 
where saints with angels sing 
their songs before him day and night, 
their God, Redeemer, King. 
 
Crown him the Lord of heaven, 
enthroned in worlds above; 
Crown him the King, to whom is given 
the wondrous name of Love. 
Crown him with many crowns, 
as thrones before him fall, 
crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
for he is King of all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE: Hymn tune variations on Diademata  
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Music Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-725816 
 


