
 
 
 

 
10:00am Sunday, September 21, 2025 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Welcome to St. John's Episcopal Church. We're so glad you have joined us this 
morning.  Just a few notes to help you navigate the service today.   
 
Our entire service is printed in the bulletin to make it easy to follow, but feel free to use 
the Book of Common Prayer in the pew.    You'll notice some directions in italics, Sit, 
Stand, Kneel. Please feel free to follow these instructions as you are able.   
 
We have busy bags for little hands at both entrances.  Ask an usher if you need help 
finding one.   
 
The closest restrooms are in the Parish Lounge.  Go through the hallway behind the 
organ, through the door, left through the double doors into the lounge, then left down 
the first hallway.  
 
Please join us after service in the lounge for coffee & conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 



PRELUDE: Pocket-Size Sonata No.2 - 1. Moderato (and mellow) by Alec Templeton. 
Copyright (c)1959 Templeton Publishing. A division of Shawnee Press, Inc., Nashville, TN 
(Clarinet: Rochelle Gracilla)  
 
(Stand) 
ENTRANCE HYMN Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart (Slane) (H 488) 

 
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell) 





 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Sit) 
Amos 8:4-7 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Amos. 
 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 
  so that we may sell grain; 
 and the sabbath, 
  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
  and practice deceit with false balances, 
 6buying the poor for silver 
  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
 
Psalm 113 with Refrain 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
 
 1Hallelujah! 
 Give praise, you servants of the LORD; * 
  praise the Name of the LORD. 



 2Let the Name of the LORD be blessed, * 
  from this time forth for evermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its going down * 
  let the Name of the LORD be praised.  
   4The LORD is high above all nations, * 
  and his glory above the heavens. 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
  
  5Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high, * 
  but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 
 6He takes up the weak out of the dust * 
  and lifts up the poor from the ashes. 
 7He sets them with the princes, * 
  with the princes of his people. 
 8He makes the woman of a childless house * 
  to be a joyful mother of children. 
Let your mercy be on us, O God, as we place our trust in you. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
A Reading from Paul's First letter to Timothy. 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For  
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling 
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
(Sit) 
GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
1Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought 
to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What 
is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be 
my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master 
is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I 
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into 
their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do 
you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your 



bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 
8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the 
children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of 
light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 
gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
  10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a 
very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest 
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a 
slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
(Sit) 
THE SERMON 
(Stand) 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 



With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart, mind, soul and strength, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord have mercy.” 
For the church and all its ministers, and for St. John’s and its mission and ministry, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our nation and all those in authority, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For peace throughout the world, especially in Gaza, Israel, Palestine, and Ukraine, and an end to 
all terrorism and violence, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all those in our armed forces at home and abroad, especially those from our families and 
community, and for all first responders, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all those infected with or at risk from the COVID virus, and for all health care and other 
front-line workers, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, the unemployed and the destitute, for refugees, prisoners and 
captives, for victims of natural disasters, and for all who have asked for our prayers, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the right use and proper stewardship of the wonders of creation, and for all creatures of earth, 
sea, and sky, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine image and likeness 
in our neighbor. We have promised that with your help we will strive for justice and peace 
among all people and will respect the dignity of every human being. Enable us to see the reality 
of racism and free us to challenge and uproot discrimination from our church, our society, our 
world and ourselves, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 
 
For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
(Kneel) 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 



by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
(Stand) 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE AND RESPONSE 
Walk in love as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

 
 
(Sit) 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: One Spirit, One Church by Kevin Keil 
We are a pilgrim people, We are the church of God. 
A fam-‘ly of believers, disciples of the Lord. 
United in one spirit, ignited by the fire. 
Still burning through the ages, still present in our lives. 
 
Refrain: Maryanne Quinlivan, OSU. Verses: attr. To Rabanus Maurus, 776-856 tr. by Edward 
Caswell, 1814-18878, alt. Ref text; (c)1990, Ursuline Academy of Cleveland. Music: (c)1990, 
Kevin Keil. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. 
 



(STAND) 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell) (BCP p. 367) 



 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION S 136 Therefore, according to his command 
(Chant/Martens) (BCP p. 368) 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 



fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 163 Lamb of God (Powell) 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Sometimes I feel discouraged (Balm in Gilead) (H 676) 

 



 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
CLOSING HYMN  Lift High the Cross (Crucifer) (H 473) 
(Next Page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Parish Picnic and Game Day Today 
Join us at Buhl Park Noon-3pm today at Buhl Park, Shelter 2. Bring a side dish to share! 
 
Congregational Breakfast 
Next Sunday, September 28 at 9:00am in the Upstairs Dining Room. 
 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Music Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-725816 
  



 

POSTLUDE 
 


