
 
 
 

 
10:00am Sunday, August 3, 2025 

Eight Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Welcome to St. John's Episcopal Church. We're so glad you have joined us this 
morning.  Just a few notes to help you navigate the service today.   
 
Our entire service is printed in the bulletin to make it easy to follow, but feel free to use 
the Book of Common Prayer in the pew.    You'll notice some directions in italics, Sit, 
Stand, Kneel. Please feel free to follow these instructions as you are able.   
 
We have busy bags for little hands at both entrances.  Ask an usher if you need help 
finding one.   
 
The closest restrooms are in the Parish Lounge.  Go through the hallway behind the 
organ, through the door, left through the double doors into the lounge, then left down 
the first hallway.  
 
Please join us after service in the lounge for coffee & conversation. 
 
PRELUDE: Ayre (Bb Clarinet: Rochelle Gracilla) by Georg Philipp Telemann, 1681-1767 arr. 
S. Drummond Wolff Music: from Baroque Music for Solo instrument and Keyboard, Set 
IV (c)copyright 2000 Birnamwood Productions. 
 



(Stand) 
ENTRANCE HYMN Christ is the world's true Light (St. Joan) (H 542) 

 
 



  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell) 



 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
(Sit) 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
A Reading from the book of Ecclesiastes. 
 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to search out 
by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human 
beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and 
a chasing after wind. 
 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those 
who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I 
turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to 
be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do 
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are 
full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is 
vanity. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 49 1:11 
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
 or take the path that sinners tread, 
 or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
 2but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and on his law they meditate day and night. 
 3They are like trees 
 planted by streams of water, 
 which yield their fruit in its season, 
 and their leaves do not wither. 
 In all that they do, they prosper. 
 4The wicked are not so, 
 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 6for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
Colossians 3:1-11 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Colossus. 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
  5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But 
now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language 
from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with 
its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in 
all! 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
(Stand) 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And 
he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 



produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store 
my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward 
God.” 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
(Sit) 
THE SERMON 
(Stand) 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 



and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart, mind, soul and strength, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord have mercy.” 
For the church and all its ministers, and for St. John’s and its mission and ministry, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our nation and all those in authority, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For peace throughout the world, especially in Gaza, Israel, Palestine, and Ukraine, and an end to 
all terrorism and violence, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all those in our armed forces at home and abroad, especially those from our families and 
community, and for all first responders, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all those infected with or at risk from the COVID virus, and for all health care and other 
front-line workers, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, the unemployed and the destitute, for refugees, prisoners and 
captives, for victims of natural disasters, and for all who have asked for our prayers, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the right use and proper stewardship of the wonders of creation, and for all creatures of earth, 
sea, and sky, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine image and likeness 
in our neighbor. We have promised that with your help we will strive for justice and peace 
among all people and will respect the dignity of every human being. Enable us to see the reality 
of racism and free us to challenge and uproot discrimination from our church, our society, our 
world and ourselves, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 
 
For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
(Kneel) 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
(Stand) 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

The Holy Communion 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE AND RESPONSE 
Walk in love as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

 
 
(Sit) 
OFFERTORY HYMN Come down, O Love divine (Down Ampney) (H 516) 



 
(STAND) DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy ghost. 



 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell) (BCP p. 367) 



 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with [__________ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 



your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM S 163 Lamb of God (Powell) 

 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
(Sit) 
COMMUNION INSTRUMENTAL (BCP p. 365) 
 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.. 
People Thanks be to God.  
  
 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN A mighty fortress is our God (Ein feste Burg) (H 688) 
A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing: 
for still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and, armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 
 
Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing; 
were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing: 
dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his Name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us; 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us; 
the prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure, 
one little word shall fell him. 
 
That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth: 
let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still, 
his kingdom is for ever. 



 
POSTLUDE: Hymn Harmonizations on “Ein’ Feste Burg” Martin Luther Setting by Hal H. 
Hopson(c)2016 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, Il 60188. All rights reserved. 
 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
Music Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-725816 
 
 


